
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































THE TOUCH OF JESUS

walls. These were made to permit the leper to hear the
service from outside the main building which he was not
allowed to enter.

Just because of his pitiable state, the leper has always been
a special care of those who truly love the Lord Jesus. St.
Francis once kissed a leper to show that Christ loved lepers.
We all know the story of Father Damien who became a leper
himself, because of his work amongst the lepers. And to-day
in many parts of the world Christian missionaries are caring
for these poor sick folk.

Once a leper came to Jesus, kneeling before Him and plead-
ing that Jesus would heal him. *“If You will, You can make
me clean,” he said.

Jesus looked at the poor man, and was filled with a tender
pity for him. He put out His hand and touched him. “I
will,” He said. “You are clean.” And immediately the
leprosy left the man, and he was quite healthy again.

Jesus very strictly instructed the man not to tell any person
how he had been cured from the leprosy, but to go straight
to the priest, and make the offering for cleansing from
leprosy which was commanded in the law of Moses. The
priest would then give him the necessary certificate showing
he was no longer a leper.

But the man was so excited about his wonderful cure that
he told everybody he met! Perhaps, too, he was so proud
that he could now call attention to himself, instead of having
to avoid people and to drive them away from him.

The result was that for a long time Jesus could not show
Himself in the crowded cities, but had to stay in the desert.
If people wanted to hear him—and thousands did—they had
to go into the desert place where Jesus was. You see, by
touching the leper Jesus had legally made Himself a leper,
and so, according to the law, He had to remain isolated for
a while.

How like our kind Saviour to touch a leper! His love
did not stop to think of the possible consequences to Himself.
He always enters in this way into the sufferings of others.

Matthew tells us of one marvellous day in the life of Jesus
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A SOLDIER’S SERVANT

—*“and when even was come, they brought to Him many
that were possessed with devils: and He cast out the spirits
with His word, and healed all that were sick: that it might
be fulfilled which Isaiah the prophet foretold, Himself took
our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses.”

A Soldier’s Servant

As we have already seen, the Roman soldier was not popular
in Palestine. But there was at least one Roman soldier whom
everybody liked.

He was a Centurion; what we would call to-day a sergeant:,
major. A Centurion was in charge of a Century—a Roman -
company consisting of one hundred soldiers.

The Romans worshipped many gods, but this Centurion
seems to have come to believe that the God of Israel was the
only true and living God. He did not become a Jew, how-
ever, but he helped the Jews in Capernaum to build a syna-
gogue. And, going about among the Jews, he seems to have
heard about Jesus.

This Roman soldier must have been both good and kind,
for when one of his servants became very ill, and seemed
likely to die, he was very concerned about him. In his great
anxiety for his servant, he thought to himself. “If only
Jesus would come and heal him! But Jesus is not likely to
come into the home of a Roman soldier.” So he went to the
elders of the Jewish synagogue, and asked them to go to
Jesus on his behalf.

The elders came to Jesus and said to Him, “We have a
Roman Centurion in our town who is very anxious about one
of his servants who seems to be dying. He wants you to
come and heal the servant, and we think he is very deserving
of your sympathy. Although he is a Roman, he loves our
nation, and has even built us a synagogue.”
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A SOLDIER’S SERVANT

Jesus agreed at once to go with them. When they were
coming near to the Centurion’s hduse, another group of Jew-
ish friends met them with a message from him for Jesus.
“Lord, do not trouble yourself,” was the message, “for I
am not worthy that You should come under my roof.

“1 am not even worthy to meet You myself,” the message
* continued, “but if You will only say the word where You
are, my servant will be healed.

“For I also am a man under authority. I have soldiers
under me. I say to one man, ‘Go’, and he goes on my com-
mand. [ say to another, ‘Come’, and he comes at my bidding.
I order my servant to do something, and he does it.”

The Centurion believed that just as he had authority from
his commander to give orders and see them obeyed, so Jesus
had power from God simply to say the word for a work of
healing to be done.

When Jesus got this message, He was amazed, and turned
to the people who were with Him. “I have not found great
faith like this even from a Jew,” He said.

When the messengers got back to the house, they found
the servant who had been on the point of death quite
recovered from his sickness. In all His other miracles, Jesus
had touched or spoken to the person who was to be healed.
But here He did not even see the sick man.

Luke tells us that Jesus did not even see the Roman
Centurion either, but Matthew tells us that Jesus did see in
that Roman soldier the first of many millions who, although
they did not enjoy the privileges of the Children of Israel,
would nevertheless become children of God, because they
were willing to believe on His Son.
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The Nobleman’s Son

Here is another story of how Jesus healed a sick person with-
out ever seeing him. This time it is the story of a boy, the
son of a nobleman.

This nobleman, or high court official, lived in Capernaum.
He was a very important person in the district and very rich.
But all his power and wealth were of no use when his son
became very ill. When he heard that Jesus was somewhere
in Galilee, he set out on his horse to find Him, and at last
found Him in Cana which was about twenty or thirty miles
away. We shall hear more about this little village of Cana
later on.

When the nobleman reached Cana, he found Jesus sur-
rounded as usual by a great crowd of people. These were
Galileans who had seen Jesus do some wonderful things in
Jerusalem, and were hoping He would do more. How they
gaped when they saw the nobleman come riding up, his
horse all lathered and dust-stained with the long, furious
journey!

Looking at him, but speaking more to the crowd, Jesus said
very sadly. ““ Unless you see signs and wonders, you will not
believe.”

Jesus never did miracles just to make people believe He was
the Son of God. He wanted people to believe in Him for His
own sake. He did the miracles because He loved men and
women, boys and girls, and was grieved when they were sick
and sad. He was so disappointed when people only wanted
to see the miracles He did, but did not obey the words He
spoke to them.

That is why He said so sadly, ““ Unless you see signs and
wonders, you will not believe.”

But the nobleman simply said to Jesus, “Sir, please come
down before my boy dies.”

Jesus, seeing how very troubled the poor father was, said,
“ Go your way; your son will get better.”

The nobleman believed the word of Jesus. He did not
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THE NOBLEMAN’'S SON

try to persuade Jesus to come to Capernaum and see the boy
for Himself. He mounted his horse again and hurried away
back home, perfectly satisfied that it would be quite all right
if Jesus said it would be.

As he was coming near his own house, some of his servants
came down the road to meet him with the glad news: “ Your
son is alive and well! ”

The nobleman asked them, “ When did he begin to get well
again?”

“ About one o’clock,” they replied. And the nobleman
remembered it was about one o’clock when Jesus said to him,
“ Go your way; your son will get better.”

We do not know if the nobleman ever saw Jesus again, but
we do know, for John tells us, that from that day the noble-
man, and his little boy, and all the people in his house
believed that Jesus was the Son of God.

“What Manner ofMan
is This?”’

Jesus spent only three years or so teaching and healing people.
Most of that time was spent on the shores of the Sea of
Galilee.

Frequently Jesus and His disciples would have to cross the
sea from one place to another. Many of the disciples, you
will remember, were fishermen, and, therefore, knew all about
boats and how to sail them.

One night, after a very busy day, Jesus said to His disciples,
*“Let us sail over to the other side.”

Mark tells us it was the evening of the same day on which
Jesus told the story of the Sower. The crowd was so great
that Jesus had to sit in the prow of a boat, using it as a kind
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of pulpit or platform from which to speak to the people who
were sitting on the sandy shore.

Perhaps it was on this very same boat that they crossed
over to the other side of the great Lake. If so, then the pulpit
became a bed, for Jesus was so tired with all the work of
the day that He fell sound asleep on the cushion, or pillow,
which the fishermen used as a seat or a couch.

The Sea of Galilee lies nearly six hundred feet below sea-
level, in a deep bowl formed by the hills all round it. Some-
times the wind comes rushing through the valleys in the hills
and lashes the sea into a great fury. Just like when you blow
into a cup of tea or bowl of soup.

Well, that is just what happened on this night of all nights.
When the little boat was well into the Lake, a tornado hit the
water with such force that even the experienced sailors among
the disciples were panic-stricken. And all the time, Jesus was
fast asleep!

The waves beat into the little ship until it looked as if it
would sink, and then the terrified disciples went to Jesus to
wake him up. ‘“Master,” they shouted at Him through the
storm. ‘ Master, don’t you care if we perish? ”

Jesus rose up and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea,
“Peace, be still!” And the wind ceased, and there was a
great calm,

“Why were you so afraid?” Jesus asked His disciples.
“How is it that you have no faith? ”

But now they were afraid with a different kind of fear.
“ What manner of man is this,” they exclaimed to one an-
other, “that even the wind and sea obey Him? ”

This was indeed a wonderful miracle, but even more won-
derful still is the way in which a countless number of the
followers of Christ have recalled His words in times of great
danger, * Peace, be still! ”

Thousands upon thousands of them when faced with perse-
cution, and even death, have remembered that Christ’s
presence was with them, and they have felt strangely safe and
at peace.
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Jesus Walks on the Sea

This is another story of a ship caught in a storm with the
disciples in it. But this time, Jesus is not with them. It was
the evening of that great day when, with the help of a little
boy and his picnic-lunch, Jesus had fed over five thousand
people.

After it was ail over, Jesus told His disciples to get into
a boat and go on before Him to the other side of the Lake
of Galilee, while He sent the great crowd of people away to
their homes. By the time this was done, it had become dark,
and Jesus, instead of going to sleep, went on to the hillside
alone to pray.

Jesus often did that after a busy day. He loved to pray to
His Heavenly Father, and drew more strength and refresh-
ment that way than He did from sleep. He prayed for a long
time—till about three o’clock in the morning, but He had
not forgotten His disciples.

Meantime, they were having a bad time. A strong, con-
trary wind was throwing up huge waves, and although they
kept on toiling and rowing as hard as ever they could, they
made no progress. Suddenly, in the half-light of the morning,
they saw someone coming towards them walking on the
water, and they were frightened. “It's a ghost! " they cried
out in their fear.

But a well-loved voice came over the waters to them. “Be
of good cheer! It isI! Be not afraid.” It was Jesus. He
had seen their distress and was coming to help them.

Peter called out, “Lord, if it is really You, bid me come
to You on the water.” And Jesus said to him, “ Come! ”

Peter got out of the ship and started to walk on the water
to Jesus. But when he saw the boisterous waves. he lost
his nerve, and began to sink. ‘““Lord, save me! " he cried out.

Immediately, Jesus stretched out His hand and caught Peter.
“O Peter,” He said to him, “you are only half a believer.
Why did you begin to doubt?

Jesus and Peter then got into the ship, and the wind ceased.
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JESUS WALKS ON THE SEA

All who were in the boat worshipped Jesus and said to Him,
“ Without doubt, You are the Son of God.”
Now, these wonderful stories of Jesus are not just interest-

Jesus calms the wind and the sea.

ing stories. They are also intended to teach us very impor-
tant lessons. There are two valuable lessons in this story.

First, although the disciples thought they were in the storm

all alone, Jesus had not forgotten them. When they had come

to the most difficult part of their way, He came to their help.
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JESUS WALKS ON THE SEA

Secondly, Peter began to sink because he took his eyes off
Jesus. It was when he saw the huge waves that he lost his
nerve. If he had kept looking up and not down, he would
have been quite safe.

There is a great text in the Bible, in the Epistle to the
Hebrews. It comes right after the wonderful eleventh chap-
ter in which we are given that long list of the heroes and
heroines of our faith. Here is the text: *“Seeing we are
surrounded by so great a crowd of witnesses, let us throw
away every weight, and especially the sin of unbelief which
so easily besets us, and let us run with patience the race that
is set before us, looking all the time to Jesus Who is our
Captain and our Guide.”

“Launch Out into the Deep”

The four Evangelists—Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John—
together give a complete picture of Jesus, but they each
tell the story in his own way. This is how Luke describes
the call of the three foremost disciples of Jesus—Peter, James,
and John.

One day Jesus was walking by the Lake of Galilee not far
from the city of Capernaum, when He came across two boats
standing side by side. They belonged to two pairs of brothers
who were partners in a firm of fishermen.

The boats were drawn up on to the beach, and the fisher-
men were cleaning and repairing their nets.

Jesus went on board one of the boats which happened to
be Peter’s, and He asked Peter if he would thrust his boat
out into the sea a little from the shore.

Peter did so, and then Jesus from the ship taught the crowd
that had gathered on the shore. We have seen that Jesus did
this more than once.

When He had finished teaching the people, Jesus said to
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“LAUNCH OUT INTO THE DEEP”

Peter, ““ Take your boat out into the deep water, and let down
your nets for a draught (or haul) of fish.”

Peter, whose full name was Simon Peter, replied, *“ Master
we have toiled all the night long, and have taken nothing.
Nevertheless, because You tell us to do it, we will let down
the net.”

Hauling in the net full of fish.

So they rowed out into the deeper water, away from the
shallows, and let down the net. When they pulled the net
in again, it was so heavy and full of fish that it started to
break, and they had to call to their partners in the other
ship to come and help them. Both ships were soon full and
in danger of sinking owing to the weight of the fish.
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“LAUNCH OUT INTO THE DEEP”

When Peter saw this marvellous catch of fish, he was so
astonished that he fell on his knees and said, “ Depart from
me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.”

Peter realized that there was purity and power about Jesus
that made him feel poor and mean. But Jesus did not leave
him. He was never to leave Peter again, although Peter was
to deny Him.

Jesus said to Peter, James, and John; and to Andrew, too,
as we know from Matthew and Mark. ‘ Fear not, from hence-
forth you will be fishers of men.” When they brought their
ships to land, they forsook everything and followed Him.

In this very telling way, Jesus was teaching those four men
the great lesson of true discipleship. The men and women
who have done most for the kingdom of God are not those
who stood in the shallows on the shore afraid to launch
out, but those who ventured out into the deep places, risking
everything at the word of Jesus.

The Wedding at Cana

Cana, you remember, was the little place to which the noble-
man came looking for Jesus to ask him to heal his sick son.
At Cana there must have lived some family friends of Jesus,
for Mary, the mother of Jesus, Jesus Himself, and some of His
disciples had been invited to a marriage feast there.

A marriage feast in the East sometimes lasts for a whole
week, and guests keep coming to it all the time. When Jesus
arrived, Mary said to Jesus: ““They have no wine.”

In our Bible the reply Jesus gave to Mary sounds sharp,
and almost rude. But we know Jesus could never have been
rude to anyone, and least of all to His mother. This is a case
where the English Bible fails to convey the real meaning.
What Jesusreally said was something like this, “ Lady Mother,
don’t let it upset you. I must wait for the right moment.”
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THE WEDDING AT CANA

So Mary said to the servants, *“ Just carry out the instruc-
tions He gives you.”

Now, in or about the house were standing six large stone
water-jars which nearly all Jews kept for certain religious
services of purification.

Jesus said to the servants, “ Fill the jars with water.” And
when they had done this, “ Now draw out and take it to the
steward of the feast.”

Wthen the steward, or, as we should call him, the Master
of Ceremonies, tasted the water the servants brought to him,
he thought it was the finest wine he had ever tasted.

He was so astonished that he went over to the bridegroom
and said to him, It is usually the custom to set out the best
wine at the beginning of a feast, and the not-so-good towards
the end, but you have kept the good wine until now.”

The bridegroom did not know what the steward was talking
about, nor did anyone else then, for only the servants knew
that while what they put into the jars was clear water, what
they drew out was wine.

Why did Jesus do this wonderful miracle? I think it was
because He knew how terribly shamed and disgraced the
bride and bridegroom would feel if the wine ran out before
their wedding feast was over.

Perhaps Jesus knew that because He and His disciples had
come towards the end of the feast, they had put a strain on
the preparations that had been made, and He did not want
the happy day to be spoilt for the young couple.

Whether this was the reason or not, it would have been
just like the Saviour to be so thoughtful about others. It is
lovely to think that He was present at the marriage feast
to share in the happiness.

The next time you are present at a marriage service, listen
for those words which the minister will say right at the begin-
ning of the service, ‘“ Marriage is a holy estate Christ adorned
and beautified with His presence, and the first miracle that
He wrought, in Cana of Galilee.”

It is lovely to know that Jesus will still grace with His
presence every marriage service to which He is invited.
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Jesus Brings Lazarus Back to Life

Only two men in the Bible have the name of Lazarus. One
was the poor beggar in the parable who lay at the door of
Dives the rich man. The other Lazarus was the only brother
of Martha and Mary, whose home in Bethany Jesus loved
so much to visit.

A great sorrow had come to this lovely little home.
Lazarus had been taken suddenly and seriously ill. And
Jesus, their great Friend, was not there to help them.

The rulers of the Jews, in the nearby city of Jerusalem, had
decided to arrest Jesus, for they said Jesus was upsetting the
people by His new teaching. And Jesus with His disciples
had withdrawn, for the time being, beyond their reach.

Martha and Mary, however, knew where Jesus was, and
they sent Him a message. It said very simply, “Lord, he
whom You love so much is very ill.”

When Jesus received the message, although He loved
Martha and Mary and Lazarus very, very much, He stayed
two days more, and then He said to His disciples, ““Let us go
back again into Judza.” ‘

His disciples were dismayed to hear this. *Master,” they
said, “the Jews only the other day tried to stone You, and
yet You want to go back there again! ”

Jesus replied, “Our friend Lazarus is sleeping, and I go
to awake him out of his sleep.”

“But if he is sleeping, it will be good for him,” the disciples
replied. For they did not understand that Jesus really meant
that Lazarus was already dead.

So Jesus had to tell them quite plainly that Lazarus was
dead. “And I am glad for your sakes that I was not there,”
He said, “so that you may believe. But now let us go.”

When the disciples saw that Jesus was determined to go
to the place where His enemies were waiting for Him, one
of them, whose name was Thomas, said to the others, “Let
us also go that we may die with Him.”

These were brave words, and no doubt Thomas meant them.
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So did Peter and the others, but before very long, when the
enemies of Jesus came to arrest Him, they all forsook Him
and fled, and Peter even denied he had ever known Jesus.

When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to
meet Him, but Mary sat in the house. ‘“Lord,” said Martha
to Jesus, “if You had been here, my brother would not have
died. But I know that even now whatever You ask from
God, God will give it You.”

“Your brother will rise again,” Jesus said to her.

“Yes, | know,” Martha replied. “ He will rise again in the
resurrection at the last day.”

Jesus said, “I am the Resurrection, and the Life: he that
believes in Me, though he dies, yet will he live again. And
whoever lives and believes in Me will never die. Do you
believe this, Martha?”

“Yes, Lord,” replied Martha. -*“I believe You are the
Christ, the Son of God, Who was to come into the world.”

Martha then returned to the house to find Mary. She
whispered to her, “The Master is come, and is asking for
you.” Mary sprang up and hurried to Jesus, and a number
of her Jewish friends followed her, thinking she was going
to the grave.

When Mary came to Jesus, she fell down at His feet, and
said, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not
have died.”” And she wept so bitterly that all her friends
wept too.

Jesus was very upset when He saw how heart-broken they
were, and He said, “ Where have you laid Lazarus? ”

When He saw the grave of Lazarus, the Bible says very
simply, “ Jesus wept”.

*“See how He loved Lazarus,” they all said. But it was not
only because He loved Lazarus that Jesus was weeping. It
was also because He could see, as no one else could see, all
the sorrow and suffering that sin had brought into the world.

The tomb of Lazarus was really a cave with a large stone
in front of it. *“Roll away the stone,” Jesus commanded.

“But, Lord, Lazarus has been dead for four days!”
exclaimed Martha.
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“Did I not tell you, Martha,” Jesus said gently to her,
“that if you could only believe, you would see the wonder-
working power of God? ”

So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked up to
Heaven and said, ““Father, [ thank You that You have heard

my prayer.”
Then with a loud voice He called, as if giving a command,
‘“Lazarus, come out to Me!” And, to the wonder of all

who were there, Lazarus came out of the tomb, still bound
in his grave-clothes.

“Loose him, and let him go,” said Jesus.

Many of the people who saw this wonderful miracle
praised God for restoring Lazarus, and believed that Jesus was
the Son of God. But some rushed off to report what had
taken place to the Jewish rulers in Jerusalem.

The Jewish authorities were alarmed. ‘“ What are we going
todo? " they said to one another. *This Man is doing many
miracles. If we let Him go on, everybody will want to follow
Him, and the Romans will say it is a rebellion. They will
come and crush us, and we shall lose our position and power.”

From that time, they plotted how they might best get rid
of Jesus. And again Jesus withdrew with His disciples beyond
the reach of His enemies.

So the chief priests in Jerusalem made an order that if any
person knew where Jesus was he should report it to the
authorities. They also offered a reward of thirty pieces of
silver.

Because He had been so kind to so many people, and had
shown to them a new and better way of knowing and serving
God, Jesus brought upon Himself the anger of those who felt
He was threatening their position and power.

And those kind hands that did such good,
They nailed them to a cross of wood.
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Jesus is greeted by cheering crowds as He enters
Jerusalem.

The ijst Palm Sunda)/

The little company was on its way to Jerusalem. Jesus
walked alone ahead of His disciples. There was something
about the set of His face and the firmness in His step that
amazed them. They knew that something very serious was
closing in on them. But they could not tell what; and they
were very afraid.

Suddenly, Jesus turned to them. “Listen!” He said, ““ We
are going up to Jerusalem; and the Son of Man will be
betrayed into the hands of the rulers there, and they will
condemn Him to death, and hand Him over to the Romans.
And the Romans will mock Him, and scourge Him, and will
spit upon Him, and will kill Him; and the third day He will
rise again.”

Jesus then turned again, and led His amazed and troubled
disciples on the way to the great city.

It was the time of the great Feast of the Passover when
hundreds of thousands of Jews from all over the world went
up to Jerusalem. Knowing that the rulers wished to seize
Jesus, many people wondered whether He would dare to
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THE FIRST PALM SUNDAY

show Himself in the city. ‘“Do you think He will come to
the Feast? ” they asked one another.

The manner in which that question was answered has been
specially remembered every year since, on the day we now
call Palm Sunday.

Jesus had got as far as the little village of Bethany when He
told two of His disciples to go on ahead. *“Go your way,”
He directed them, “ to the village in front of you, and just as
you enter it, you will see a young colt tied on which no man
has ever yet sat. Loose him, and bring him to Me.

“If any man,” Jesus continued, ““ should say to you, ‘ Why
are you doing this? * you are to reply, ‘The Lord hath need-
of him’, and he will at once let you have the colt.”

And that is what happened. We do not know who the
owner of the colt was, but he must have been one of the
many who followed Jesus. When they brought the little
animal to where Jesus was, the disciples put their coloured
garments on the colt, and Jesus rode on it towards the city.

When others heard that Jesus was coming, some spread
their garments on the road, as was sometimes done for a
King, while others cut down palm branches from the trees,
and waved them, shouting, “ Hosanna! Hosanna! Blessed
is He that comes in the name of the Lord: Hosanna in the
highest! ”

As Jesus rode through the city gates, the whole city was
stirred. “Who is this?” many asked. And others replied,
“This is Jesus, the prophet of Nazareth of Galilee.”

But there was a deeper meaning to it than that. Matthew
tells us, in his Gospel, that all this was done to remind the
people of the Old Testament prophecy in the book of
Zechariah: ‘““Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout O
daughter of Jerusalem. Look! your King comes to you. He
is a just King and victorious; but He comes lowly, and riding
upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass.”

Jesus was trying to show that great crowd of people the
kind of King He was, and the kind of Kingdom He had come
to set up. He had not come as a mighty warrior-king, with
sword and armour, riding on a war-horse. He had come
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meek and lowly, riding on the patient little animal that speaks
of peace and quietness.

Jesus is not a conqueror like Alexander, or Napoleon, or
Hitler. He does not compel the allegiance of men by force,
but wins their loyalty by love.

The Christian Passover

We have seen how the Jewish Passover was instituted on the
night when each Jewish family sprinkled the blood of a little
lamb on the doorposts of their houses. We have also seen
how every year since that night the Angel of Death * passed
over ” them, the Jews have observed the great Passover Feast.

During the week that followed the first Palm Sunday, the
Passover Feast was due to be held, and Jesus with His disciples
planned to observe it too.

“Where would you like us to prepare for You to eat the
Passover? " His disciples asked Him.

In reply, Jesus said to two of His disciples, “Go ye into
the city, and there you will meet a man carrying a pitcher of
water. Follow him and when you see him enter a house, say
to the owner of that house, ‘Where is the guest-chamber
where the Master may eat the Passover with His disciples?’
And he will show you a large upper room already furnished
and prepared. There make ready for us.’

The two disciples carried out their instructions, and made
ready for the Passover, and in the evening Jesus came with
His disciples.

As they were eating the Passover, Jesus suddenly said, “I
tell you of a truth that one of you will betray Me.”

They all became very sad when they heard this terrible
news, and each said to Him, “ Lord, surely it cannot be me? ”

“It is one of the twelve who is sharinz in the same dish
with Me,” Jesus answered. The disciples did not understand
then what He meant.
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Towards the end of the meal, Jesus picked up a loaf of
bread, gave thanks, and broke it into pieces, and gave each
disciple a share. * Take, eat,” He said; “this is My body,
which is given for you: this do in remembrance of Me.”

He then took a cup of wine, and when He had again given
thanks to God, He passed the cup round, saying, *“ This is My
blood which is shed for many.”

; ' s,

Jesus passes the cup of wine to His disciples.

Ever since that night, the Christian Church has observed,
not the Jewish Passover, but what has come to be known
as the Sacrament of the Last Supper, and not just once a year
but many times. .

The Sacrament of the Last Supper, or the Holy Communion,
has a double purpose. First, it is a memorial feast. It is in
remembrance of Christ’s death upon the Cross when His body
was broken and His blood shed for us.

Secondly, it has an even deeper meaning. Bread and wine
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were the simple, everyday food of the people by which they
fed themselves and nourished their bodies to keep them well
and strong for their daily toii and service. They could not
live without this food.

So when, at the Last Supper, Jesus gave His disciples bread
and wine, calling these His flesh and blood, it was to show
His people that, just as they could not live their ordinary lives
without bread and wine, neither could they live Christian
lives without Him: [n a very real sense He must be their
daily food.

s e

Jesus is Betrayed

It is one of the great, sad mysteries of history that Jesus was
betrayed to His enemies by one of His own disciples. We
shall never know why.

Judas Iscariot was one of the twelve who were nearest to
Jesus. For nearly three years he had been in the company
of Jesus, watching all the wonderful things He did, and hear-
ing all the wonderful words He said. And yet at the last
.he betrayed Jesus to His enemies.

He went to the chief priests and said to them, “ What will
you give me to deliver Him into your hands?” They agreed
to give him thirty pieces of silver. And from that time Judas
looked for the best moment to betray Jesus. It all had to be
done as secretly as possible, for the authorities did not want
any trouble with the people; they were not sure how many
of the people really followed Jesus.

Even after Judas had agreed with the chief priests to
betray Him, he went with the others to eat the Passover with
Jesus.

In the East, it is the custom for all present at a meal some-
times to eat from the same dish. If the host wishes specially
to honour any of the guests, he will take a piece of bread
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and dip it into the dish and -then hand it to the guest as a
particularly tasty morsel.

During the Supper, Jesus took a piece of bread, dipped it
into the dish, and gave it to Judas. It was an act of friend-
ship. Jesus was making a last appeal to Judas to remain loyal
to Him.

Their eyes must have met when Jesus handed Judas the
morsel, and Jesus saw that Judas had gone too far to draw
back, so He said to him, “ What you have decided to do, do
quickly.”

Judas went out, ““ and it was night”, the Bible says. It was,
indeed, a dark night for Judas, although the moon would be
shining bright and full at the time of the Passover.

The other disciples did not seem to notice that anything
unusual had taken place. They thought that Jesus had sent
Judas out on a special errand—perhaps to give something to
thé poor, as was the custom at the time of the Passover.

After Judas had gone, Jesus spoke to His other disciples
some of the loveliest words in all the Gospels. For example,
when they began to feel that something very sad was going
to happen, although they did not know then what it was, Jesus
comforted them by telling them of the heavenly mansions.

“Let not your heart be troubled,” He said; ““you believe
in God, believe also in Me. In My Father’s house are many
mansions (or places): if it were not so, I would have told you.
I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a
place for you, I will come again, and receive you to Myself;
that where I am, there you may be also.”

When Jesus had finished speaking, they all sang a Passover
psalm together, then went out into the Mount of Olives.

* * * *

Below the Mount of Olives there is an olive garden called
Gethsemane. Many thousands of people visit it every year
for Jesus loved to go there to pray, and it was there that He
was finally betrayed and arrested.
~ When Jesus and His eleven disciples entered the garden,
after they had left the upper room where they had shared
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the Last Supper together, He told eight of them to wait near
the gate. “Sit ye here, while 1 pray,” He said to them.

Taking Peter, James, and John, He went on a little distance
into the garden, and then asked them also to wait. ‘ Wait
here and watch,” He told them.

Jesus then went forward a little farther alone, and fell on
the ground and prayed, “Father, all things are possible to
You; take away this cup from me: nevertheless not what I

will, but what You will.”
"~ We can never know what Jesus meant by “this cup”. It
was something so terrible to think about that, as He prayed,
“ His sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling down
to the ground.”

But when Jesus prayed, ‘“Nevertheless, not what I will,
but what You will,” great peace came to Him, and He was
ready and willing to do what God had sent Him into the
world to do.

When Jesus returned to His disciples, He found them asleep.
“ Why sleep ye? ” He said to them. *Rise and pray, lest you
fall into temptation.”

Just then a great crowd of people and soldiers came into
the garden, all armed with swords and clubs. They were
from the chief priests, and at their head was Judas who knew
that Jesus would be in the garden at this time.

Judas had warned his accomplices beforehand that he
would go up and kiss the one they were to arrest. This was
the usual way for a disciple to greet his Master, and Judas
used this as the signal for the soldiers to pick out Jesus in
the darkness.

As he had arranged, Judas went up to Jesus. “Hail,
Master! ” he said, and kissed Him.

“Judas,” said Jesus, “do you betray the Son of Man with
a kiss? ”

Jesus then turned to the soldiers and said to them, “ Whom
do you seek?” They replied, “Jesus of Nazareth.”

“Iam He,” said Jesus, and as He said that they all fell back.

Peter had brought a sword with kim, and he struck at the
soldiers, and hurt the ear of a man called Malchus. Jesus
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said to Peter, “ Put up your sword, Peter, into its sheath; the
cup which my Father has given Me, will I not drink it? ” and
He healed the ear of Malchus, who was a servant of the high
priest.

“Why do you come to Me as against a thief, with swords
and clubs? ” He said to the chief priests. “When I was
daily with you in the Temple, you did not put your hands on
Me. But this is your hour, and the power of darkness.”

When the disciples saw that their Leader was offering no
resistance, but submitting Himself to His enemies, they
scattered and fled into the surrounding darkness. Then the
soldiers bound Jesus, and led Him away to the palace of the
high priest.

The Trial of Jesus

Caiaphas, the high priest of that time, was a crafty old man.
He had already made up his mind that the sooner Jesus was
out of the way the better it would be for him and all who
like him were afraid that they would lose their positions
and privileges if Jesus lived.

Although it was midnight when Jesus was brought to his
house, he summoned the chief priests and rulers to come and
put Jesus on trial.

It was like many of the trials we hear of to-day that take
place in some other countries—the witnesses were told what
to say beforehand, and the sentence was fixed before the
trial began.

That sentence was death. But the Jewish authorities did
not have the power to put anyone to death, so Jesus was
taken to the house of Pontius Pilate, the Roman Governor
of Palestine.

Pilate said to the chief priests, *“ What accusation do you
bring against this Man?
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““If our accusation had not been a serious one, we would
not have brought Him to you,” was the impertinent reply.

“Take Him and judge Him according to your own law,”
retorted Pilate.

“It is not lawful for us to put any man to death,” came
the quick reply, and Pilate realized that this was indeed a
serious matter.

Then the chief priests began to accuse Jesus before Pilate.
“We found this fellow,” they said, ‘‘ perverting the nation.
He was urging the people not to pay tribute to Caesar, declar-
ing that He Himself was Christ, the King of Israel.”

So long as the chief priests repeated their accusations before
Pilate, Jesus never answered a word. Pilate said to Him,
“Do you not hear how many things they witness against
You?”

But still Jesus kept silent, and Pilate wondered greatly at
Him. He knew quite well that the chief priests were not
speaking the truth, but that it was for envy they had delivered
Jesus to him. So he examined Jesus in private.

‘“ Are You really the King of the Jews? " he asked Jesus.

“ Do you think so yourself? " Jesus replied. “Or did others
tell you? ”

“Am I a Jew?"” the proud Roman answered back. “ Your
own people have delivered You to me. What have you
done?”

“My Kingdom is not an earthly kingdom,” Jesus replied.
“If it were, then would my followers fight that I should not
be delivered to the Jews: But My Kingdom will not come in
that way.”

‘“Are You then some kind of King? " asked Pilate.

“Yes,” Jesus replied. “It was for this that I came into the
world, that the Kingdom of truth should be established.
Everyone that is for the truth will recognize that I am the
Truth.”

“What is truth? ” said Pilate. The Romans knew there
were many kinds of religions, and when Pilate asked ““ What
is truth? ” he meant that, as far as he was concerned, one
was as good as another. He did not wait for an answer,
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“ Crucify Him! - Crucify Him!”

or what followed might have taken a very different turn.

While Pilate was examining Jesus in this way he received
a note from his wife. ‘“Have nothing to do with that just
Man,” Pilate read, ““ for I have suffered many things this day
in a dream because of Him.”

Pilate’s wife had probably heard a lot about Jesus. Pilate
had spies out in the streets, and perhaps they had told her
about the teaching of Jesus, and of the wonderful miracles
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He had done. She must have thought so much about Jesus,
that she actually dreamt about Him.

She realized that there was something about Jesus that was
different from all other religious teachers, and she was afraid
her husband would be committing a great wrong if he harmed
Jesus in any way.

So Pilate decided to save Jesus. He went to the chief priests
who were waiting outside, and said to them, ““I find no fault
in Him at all.

“We have a custom,” he continued, * that I should release
a prisoner to you at the time of the Passover. Would you
not like me to release this man who calls Himself the King
of the Jews?”

But the chicf priests started shouting, *“ No, not this man.
Release unto us Barabbas”” Barabbas was a man who had
led a rebellion against the Romans, and was therefore a popu-
lar person with the Jews.

When that plan failed, Pilate tried another. He ordered
Jesus to be scourged. That was a cruel form of punishment.
The soldiers lashed Jesus with whips tipped with pieces of
iron.

One soldier made a crown of thorns and pressed it on the
head of Jesus. Then he got an old purple robe and put it
on Jesus, and put a reed in His hand. All the other soldiers
then saw what the brutal joke meant, and they bowed down
before Jesus, ““ Hail, King of the Jews! ” they mocked at Him.

Then Pilate took Jesus as He was, still wearing the crown
of thorns and the purple robe, out to the great crowd of
people. “Behold, the man! " he cried to them. I bring Him
out to you, that you may know I find no fault in Him.”

Perhaps, he thought that when they saw Jesus, after He had
suffered the scourging and the mocking, the people would
take pity on Him and let Him go. If so, he was again dis-
appointed, for the chief priests and the others shouted,
*“Crucify Him! Crucify Him!"”

“Take you Him yourself and crucify Him,” retorted Pilate,
“for I find no fault in Him.”

“We have a law, and by our law He ought to die, because
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He made Himself the Son of God,” the chief priests said.
They were determined that Pilate should pass the sentence.

Pilate again took Jesus aside, and he said to Him, “ Who
are You, and where do You come from? "

This time Jesus kept silent before Pilate. He realized that
Pilate was more afraid of the people than he was of doing
a wicked thing. So He did not answer.

“So You will not speak?” said Pilate. ‘““Don’t you know
I have the power to crucify You or to release You?”

“You could have no power at all against Me,” said Jesus,
*“ except it were given you from above.”

Then Pilate again tried hard to release Jesus, but the Jews
cried out, “If you let this man go, you are no friend of
Caesar’s. For anyone who makes himself to be a King is
against Caesar.”

That was enough! If Pilate feared any man it was Caesar.
He knew those Jews were quite capable of sending false
reports to Caesar in Rome. So he tried one more move to
shift the responsibility.

He sent for a basin of water and washed his hands before
all the people. “1 am clear of the blood of this innocent
person,” he declared. *See you to it.”

And he delivered Jesus to them, and released Barabbas.

The First Good Frid@/

Death by crucifixion was one of the most cruel and shameful
forms of punishment ever invented. It was devised by the
Romans to punish criminals and runaway slaves.

The person to be crucified was nailed by the hands and
feet to a cross made of two beams of wood. The cross was
then lifted up, and the victim left hanging there to die a slow
and agonizing death. The victim, too, had to carry his cross
to the place of execution.
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When Jesus had been condemned, they laid the heavy
cross on His shoulders and led Him away to a place called
Calvary, outside the city wall.

After all the trial and scourging and mocking that Jesus
had gone through, He fainted under the heavy weight of
the cross, so they took it from Him, and compelled a man,
one of the crowd, to carry it. This man’s name was Simon.
This Simon was from Cyrene, in North Africa, and had prob-
ably come to Jerusalem for the Passover. An ancient story
says he was a black man, but we cannot be sure of that.

We do not know what Simon thought when he was picked
out from the crowd to carry the cross of Jesus. But we do
know that his two sons, Alexander and Rufus, became
Christians. So we would not be far wrong if we thought
that when the cross was shifted from the shoulders of Jesus
to those of Simon, Jesus spoke to him and thanked him, and
that what Jesus said to him made Simon become a Christian
too.

There were two others in that grim procession carrying
crosses. They were two thieves who were to be crucified
along with Jesus. When they came to Calvary, the three
crosses were erected on the top of the hill, and the cross of
Jesus was in the middle.

A great crowd of people had come to watch the sad scene,
amongst them the chief priests and rulers. As. Jesus looked
down upon them from His cross, He prayed, ‘ Father, forgive
them for they know not what they do.”

But they jeered back at Him. ‘“He saved others; let
Him save himself, if He is the Christ, the chosen of God.”

And the soldiers also mocked Him again, offering Him sour
wine to drink, and saying to Him. “If you are the King of
the Jews, save Yourself.”

Over His head, on which perhaps the crown of thorns still
rested, they nailed an inscription, written in the three
languages used in Palestine—Hebrew, Greek, and Latin—
“THis 1s THE KING OF THE JEws ”.

They had stripped off His clothes, and at the foot of the
Cross the soldiers gambled with dice to pick out who should
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win the seamless robe of Jesus; that same robe which the
woman touched and was healed—the woman who had spent
all her money on doctors and medicines before she met Jesus.

On either side of Jesus hung one of the thieves. One
shouted and swore at Him, “ If You are the Christ, save Your-
self and us too.”

The other thief rebuked his companion, “ Do you not fear
God,” he said, ““seeing you are getting the same treatment

The first Good Friday.

as He is? And it is just enough as far as we are concerned,
for we deserve what we are getting. But this man has done
nothing to deserve it.”

Then this thief turned his head to Jesus and said to Him,
“Lord, remember me, when You come into Your kingdom.”

And Jesus said to the penitent thief, “ Of a truth, I say to
you, to-day you will be with Me in Paradise.”

Suddenly, an eclipse came over the sun, and for three hours
there was a great darkness, although it was still the middle
of the day.

235



THE FIRST GOOD FRIDAY

Then Jesus called out in a loud voice, “It is finished!
Father, into Thy hands I commend My spirit.” And with that
He died.

The Centurion who was in charge of the soldiers, and who
had watched how Jesus had suffered so patiently, and had
died forgiving His enemies, exclaimed with reverence, * This
was indeed a righteous man.”

The great crowd who had come to see this spectacle
returned to Jerusalem, and many smote their breasts with
grief and anguish because of all they had seen.

So ended the first Good Friday. Perhaps you are wonder-
ing what was good about a day like this when Jesus, Who
was so kind and loving, had to suffer so much on the cruel
Cross.

Do you remember these verses from the hymn ‘There is
a green hill far away”? We may find part of the answer
there.

We may not know, we cannot tell
What pains He had to bear.
But we believe it was for us

He hung and suffered there.

He died that we might be forgiven,
He died to make us good,

That we might go at last to heaven
Saved by His precious blood.

The First Easter

It is a strange thing that when Jesus was arrested everybody

forsook Him and fled, yet after He died on the Cross many

began to declare quite publicly their loyalty to Him.
Amongst them were two very important men. One was
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called Nicodemus. He was the Nicodemus who had once
called to see Jesus during the night, because he was afraid
to do it during the day.

The other was Joseph, a wealthy man from the town of
Arimathaea. Joseph was important and wealthy enough to
go to Pilate and beg that the body of Jesus should be given
into his care.

Pilate could not believe at first that Jesus had died so
quickly and he asked the Centurion about it. When the
Centurion reported that Jesus was really dead, Pilate gave
Joseph permission to take the body.

Joseph had some time before prepared a tomb for himself
in a garden near the place where Jesus had been crucified.
It had never yet been used, and, with the help of Nicodemus,
Joseph laid the body of Jesus in the new tomb.

Nicodemus had brought with him a large and costly
mixture of aloes and myrrh, and together they anointed the
body of Jesus and wrapped it in new hnen cloths, as was the
custom of that day.

The tomb was really a cave dug into the side of a rock,
and a huge, heavy stone was rolled into the mouth of the
cave to close it up, so as to prevent robbers or wild animals
from getting into it.

The chief priests went to Pilate and said to him, “Sir, we
remember that while this deceiver was still alive, He said
that after three days He would rise again.

“We request you,” they went on, “to give an order that
the sepulchre where they have buried Him be made sure,
lest His disciples come by night, and steal His body away,
and then say to the people that He is risen from the dead. If
that were to happen the last error would be worse than the
first.”

Pilate said to them, “You have your own Temple guard.
Go and make it as safe as you can.”

So they went, and made the grave quite safe, putting a
huge seal on the stone, so that if it were moved the seal
would be broken. To make doubly sure, they left a soldier
on guard over it.
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It was Friday when the body of Jesus was taken down
from the cross and placed in the tomb. The next day, being
the seventh day of the week, was the Jewish Sabbath, during
which no work could be done.

The day following was the first day of the week, and this
particular “first day” is the most famous of all days. For
on this day took place the most wonderful happening in all
history.

Early in the dawning of that first day, as soon as it began
to be light, some of the women who had followed Jesus to
the very end went to the sepulchre, or tomb.

They had taken with them sweet-smelling spices with
which to anoint the body of Jesus. But they wondered how
they would be able to do this. Who would roll away the
heavy stone for them? As they got near to the sepulchre,
to their great astonishment they saw that someone had rolled
the stone away already.

When they crept nearer to the open tomb and were able
to see inside, they saw that the body of Jesus was gone. But
where jesus had been lying they saw two angels in shining
garments, one at the head and one at the foot.

- The women were very afraid, and bowed themselves down

to the ground. But the angels spoke kindly to them. * Why
do you seek Him that is alive anwong the dead? ” they asked.
“He is not here. He is risen. Do you not remember how
He said to you when He was still in Galilee that the Son
of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and
be crucified, and rise again on the third day?”

Then they remembered that Jesus had told them all these
things; only they had not understood them then. But they
did understand now, and they hurried away back to where
they knew the apostles and disciples had gathered, to tell
them the wonderful news.

The apostles and the others thought they were telling made-
up stories, and did not believe them. But Peter and John
ran off to the sepulchre to see for themselves what had really
happened. John, being the younger of the two, outran Peter
and got to the sepulchre first.
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Stooping down, John looked into the sepulchre and saw the
linen clothes, the head-napkin where the head of Jesus had
been, and the other clothes lying as if He had slipped out of
them without moving them at all. Then Peter came up and
went in, and he, too, saw the clothes lying in that strange
position; but he could not understand it.

John went right in then and looked at the clothes again, and
realized that nobody could have unwrapped the clothes, but
that the body of Jesus must have just come out of them by
passing right through them. But even John did not then
quite understand what this meant.

The two apostles returned home again. But Mary
Magdalene remained behind, waiting and weeping at the
sepulchre.

Suddenly she saw the two angels in white again. They
said to her, “ Woman, why are you weeping?” And Mary
replied, “Because they have taken away my Lord, and I do
not know where they have laid Him.”

As she said that, she turned round to see who had come
up behind her. In the misty morning light, she thought the
figure was that of the gardener who looked after the garden.

She said to him, “Sir, if you have taken Him away, tell
me where you have laid Him, and I will take Him away.”

The figure said, “Mary!” When Mary heard that loved
voice, she said, ‘“Master!” and went to embrace His feet.

“Touch Me not,” Jesus said to her, “for I am not yet
ascended to My Father. But go to My brethren, and say
to them, I am ascending to My Father and your Father; to
My God and to your God.”

And Mary ran to tell the glad news, “Christ is risen,
indeed! ”

That same evening, the disciples were gathered behind
locked doors, because they were afraid of the Jews. Sud-
denly, Jesus stood amongst them, and said to them, *Peace
be unto you.”

As He said that, He showed them His hands that had beer
pierced by the nails, and the side that had been pierced by a
Roman soldier to make sure He was really dead. How glad
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they were to see with their own eyes that their beloved Friend
was no longer dead, but alive.

The apostle Thomas was not there when Jesus came that
evening. The others said to him, “ We have seen the Lord.”

But Thomas, who ever since then has been nicknamed
“Doubting Thomas ", replied, “ Except I can see in His hands
the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of
the nails, and thrust my hand into His side, I will not believe.”

Thomas meant that if the Person the others said they had
seen was really Jesus, then He would bear on His body the
marks of the wounds of the Cross.

Eight days later, the apostles and disciples were again
gathered in the room, and this time Thomas was with them.
Once more Jesus appeared in their midst, and said, *“Peace
be unto you.” Then He said to Thomas, “ Reach hither your
finger, and feel My hands; and reach hither your hand, and
put it into My side; and do not doubt, but believe.”

Thomas did not venture to touch Jesus, but fell on his
knees, saying, “My Lord and my God.”

“Thomas,” said Jesus to him, *“ because you have seen Me,
you have believed : blessed are they that have not seen, and
yet believe.”

So ended this greatest of all days, and ever since then the
first day of the week has been observed as the Christian
Sabbath, or Sunday. It is also called the *Lord’s Day”,
because on that day we specially remember that Jesus Who
was crucified, rose from the dead, and is alive for evermore.

—~ ———

On the Way to Emmaus

Two of the disciples were on their way home to the little

village of Emmaus which was a few hours journey on foot

from Jerusalem. As they walked along the dusty road, they

went over together all that they had seen and heard during
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the past few days, and what they were talking about made
them look very sad.

Just then another traveller joined their company, and went
along with them. “ What are you talking about that makes
you look so sad? ” the stranger asked them.

One of the two, whose name was Cleopas, replied, “ Where
have you been all this time that you do not seem to know
the things which have happened recently in Jerusalem? ”

“What things? " asked the stranger.

“The things concerning Jesus of Nazareth,” they answered.
“He was a prophet, mighty in deed and word before God
and all the people.  The chief priests and our rulers delivered
Him to be condemned, and have crucified Him.

“We had hoped,” they went on sadly, “that He was the
One promised in the Scriptures Who should come to set
our nation free.

“Yes, and what is more, although it is three days since all
this happened, only this morning some of the women of our
company amazed us with stories of how they had been to
the sepulchre where He was buried, and found it empty.
They also said they saw angels who said Jesus was alive.

“Some others of our company went to the sepulchre and
found it empty, even as the women had said. But they did
not see Jesus.”

And that seemed to be the end, as far as they could see,
and now they were on their way home, broken-hearted and
with all their hopes dashed to the ground..

“Oh, you foolish ones, and slow to believe all that the
prophets have said; " the stranger said to them, *“ can you not
see that Christ had to suffer all these things before He could
enter into His glory? ”

Then he repeated to them Scripture after Scripture, begin-
ning with the books of Moses and going through the various
books of the prophets, to show to them that all that had
happened in Jerusalem was but the fulfilment of the pro-
phecies in the Old Testament.

By this time, they were coming into Emmaus, and the
stranger made as if he intended to go farther on.
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*“Stay with us,” they said to him, “ for it is nearly evening,
and the day is far spent.”” So he went into the house with
them.

As they were having supper together, the stranger picked
up a loaf of bread from the table. He blessed it, and brake
it, and gave a piece of the bread to each of them.

They gazed at him in wonder. Where had they heard of
this before? Yes, the apostles had told them how Jesus had
blessed and broken the bread at the Last Supper.

And as they looked up again, He was gone! It had been
Jesus all the time! Then they said to one another, “ We
might have known it! Did not our hearts burn within us
while He talked to us by the way, and while He opened up
to us the Scriptures? ”

And without waiting another moment, they hurried back
to Jerusalem to tell the others of all that had happened, and
how they recognized Jesus when He broke the bread in their
home.

Jesus Returns to Heaven

As a little baby born in Bethlehem, Jesus had come from
Heaven. Now that the work He had been sent by His Father
to do was finished, the time had come for Him to go back to
His Father in Heaven.

It was forty days since the first Easter Sunday, and during
that time the Lord Jesus had taught His disciples that they
were now to carry on the work He had begun. And He
promised them that although they would not be able to see
Him, He would still be with them, guiding and helping them.
“ Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all nations,”
~ He told them, “and always remember I am with you, even
to the end of the world.”

Now they were meeting for the last time on the Bethany
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hill where they had met so often before. Some of His
disciples asked Him, ““ Are You now going to make Israel the
great nation it once was in the days of old? ”

Perhaps they thought that, since He had conquered death,
the Lord Jesus would now conquer all who opposed the truth
as well, and set up His glorious Kingdom in which there
would be no evil or dark shadow.

But the Lord Jesus had to tell them that no one could say
when the Kingdom would come. Only God Himself knew
that. Meantime, there was much to be done: there was a
whole world to be won. What had happened in these recent
days was only the beginning of a great adventure that would
demand all they had to give.

But they would not be able to do this in their own strength.
Strength would be given them from above. The Spirit which
had been upon Jesus would thenceforward also be upon them.
All they would have to do would be to trust and obey. But
first they must wait in Jerusalem for the signal from Heaven.

“The power of the Holy Spirit will come upon you,” the
Lord said to His little band of followers, “ and then you will
be My witnesses in Jerusalem, in Judaea, in Samaria, and even
unto the uttermost part of the earth.”

As He spoke, the Lord Jesus lifted up His pierced hands
over them in blessing, and, as He blessed them, He slowly
ascended up into the sky. Aradiantcloud came between Him
and them, and they saw Him no more.

As they stood gazing up into the now empty sky, the dis-
ciples suddenly realized that two angels in dazzling white
stood by them. *“Why do you stand gazing up into
Heaven?” the angels asked them. * This same Jesus Who is
taken from-you like this into Heaven, will come as you have
seen Him go.”

With this glad assurance ringing in their hearts, the disciples
returned to Jerusalem to wait there for the promised sign
that the Great Adventure had begun.
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Fifty days after the Passover, the Jews celebrated the Feast
of Pentecost. It was a kind of harvest thanksgiving, when
the first-fruits were presented in the Temple.

It was for them, as the harvest is for us, a time of gladness
and gratitude for the good gifts of the earth. Almost as many
Jews came up for this feast as for the Passover, especially
from other countries to which so many Jews had emigrated.

Many of the followers of Jesus had gathered together with
the apostles in one large room in Jerusalem. They had met
to pray together and to hear from the apostles all the wonder-
ful news about the Lord Jesus Who had died but was alive
again, and of the things He had said before He had ascended
to His Father in Heaven.

Suddenly, there was the sound as of a mighty wind rushing
through the house where they were sitting, and they all saw a
glowing light breaking up into little tongues of flame hovering
over the head of each one there.

The effect on those people was tremendous. They were
filled with a great power and ecstasy which compelled them
to speak about the wonderful works of God in such a way
that all the Jews from so many different parts of the world
could understand what they were saying.

Some said, “ What can this mean?” Others said, ““ These
people are drunk with wine.” But Peter, with the apostles
and disciples standing around him, preached the first Christian
sermon ever heard.

“These people are not drunk with wine, as ye suppose,”
he said to the people, who had come crowding round. ‘““ What
has happened now is what the prophet Joel, in the Old
Testament, said would happen. ‘It shall come to pass, God
has said, I will pour out of My Spirit upon all men: and
your sons and daughters will be as holy prophets. Your
young men will see visions, and your old men dream dreams:
and on my servants, men and women alike, I will pour out
My Spirit in those days.””
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This was the secret that Jesus had told His disciples would
be made known after He had gone away. This was the
promise of the Father for which they were to wait in
Jerusalem, before going out to preach the Gospel to the utter-
most ends of the earth. It was the signal that the Great
Adventure had begun.

“Men of Israel,” Peter went on, “listen to me. Jesus of
Nazareth was sent by God. Only one sent by God could have
done the good and great things which He did. Yet it was
this Person sent by God that you seized, and by wicked hands
crucified on a cross.

“Let this be known to all,” he concluded, ‘‘ that this same
Jesus, Whom you crucified, God has raised from the dead and
made to be the Saviour of the world.”

When they heard this courageous message from Peter,
many of the people were cut to the heart by the sense of
their guilt, and they cried out to the apostles and disciples,
“What shall we do?”

Then Peter said to them, “Confess your sin and sorrow,
and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ,
so that you may have your sins forgiven, and you, too, will
receive this gift of the Holy Spirit, as we have done. For
this promise is for you as well as for us, and for your
children, and, indeed, for everybody everywhere. For who-
soever will call upon the name of the Lord will be saved.”

Many of the great crowd gladly accepted Peter’s word, and
three thousand of them were baptized and became followers
of the Lord Jesus.

In this wonderful way the Christian Church was born, and
day by day it grew stronger and stronger, as more and more
people heard the good news and believed it.

Every year since those wonderful events took place nearly
2,000 years ago, the Christian Church has observed three
great Festivals. They are Christmas, when Jesus was born
in Bethlehem; Easter, when He rose from the dead; and Whit-
suntide, when He sent His Holy Spirit to be with those who
love His Name and long to spread its fame amongst men.
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The Church grew so rapidly that soon the Apostles were quite
unable to manage all the work. For in those days the fol-
lowers of Jesus shared with one another all they possessed.
And it was not easy to make sure that all had fair shares.

The Apostles called a meeting of all the disciples and said,
“It is not sensible that we should leave off teaching and
preaching the Word of God in order to look after matters
of food and clothing, and so on. Choose from among your-
selves seven men who are fully trusted among you, and who
are wise and filled with the Holy Spirit. Let them look after
all business matters, so that we may give all our time to
prayer and teaching.”

The disciples thought this was an excellent plan, and they
chose seven men, of whom Stephen was the leader. Stephen
was indeed filled with the Holy Spirit. In many ways he
reminded men of Jesus Himself. So much was this the case
that the religious leaders thought that they would have to
get rid of Stephen, as they believed they had got rid of Jesus.

They arrested Stephen and dragged him before the High
Council which was held in the Temple. They got witnesses
to give a false impression of what Stephen had said to the
people.

“This fellow will not stop saying wicked things against
this holy place, and against our law,” they declared.

“We have heard him say,” they went on, “ that this Jesus
of Nazareth will destroy the Temple, and change the customs
which Moses gave us.”

All the council looked on Stephen, but they did not see
one who showed fear of them. They saw his face shine like
the face of an angel. Then the high priest said to Stephen,
“Is it true what these witnesses say? "

In his reply, Stephen told the council the story of the
Jewish people. How God had chosen Abraham and promised
that in Abraham’s children all the nations of the earth would
be blessed.
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Stephen reminded them how God had delivered their
fathers from the land of Egypt, and had brought them through
the wilderness to the Promised Land, with Moses as their
leader. It was not because of anything they had done, but
because of God’s free love.
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Saul looks on as Stephen is stoned.

He spoke of Joshua, and of David, and of Solomon and of
the great Temple he built. And of the prophets which God
had sent one after another to show them the way in which
they should live in order to please God, and who had foretold
the coming of the Saviour.
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But they had seldom listened to the prophets. “You are a
stubborn and sinful people,” cried Stephen. “You always
resist the Holy Spirit: as your fathers did, so do you.”

“Which of the prophets have your fathers not per-
secuted? ” Stephen asked the High Council. “ They killed
those who foretold the coming of the Just One. And you
have now been the betrayers and murderers of that One.”

When the Council heard this brave speech of Stephen’s,
they were cut to the heart, and hissed through their teeth at
him. But Stephen gazed up into Heaven with a bright and
happy smile. “Look! " he said, “I see the Heavens opened,
and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.”

When they heard this, they all rushed at him with a great
shout of rage, and swept him off to a place outside the city
walls. There they stoned him. As they stoned him, Stephen
prayed to God, and said, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.”
And then he knelt down and cried so that all could hear him,
“Lord, do not lay this sin to their charge.” So Stephen died,
as he had lived, in the Spirit of the Master he loved so well.

Those who stoned Stephen had first taken off their heavy
cloaks, and laid them at the feet of a young man whose
name was Saul. This young man Saul does not seem to have
been one of those who stoned Stephen, but he approved of
what the others were doing, and guarded their clothes. But
as long as he lived, Saul never forgot the look of pure joy
on the face of Stephen as he said, ““Lord Jesus, receive my
spirit! ”’

Stephen was the first of many, many martyrs who have
died for the faith. Have you ever heard the saying, “ The
blood of the martyrs is the seed of the Church”? We shall
now see how very true this is.
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Saul, the young man who guarded the clothes of those who
stoned Stephen, was born in Tarsus, a famous city in the
district we now know as Anatolia in Turkey. His father had
been one of the many Jews who had gone abroad to set up
business for themselves in foreign lands. A strict Pharisee
himself, he wished his son to become a Rabbi, or teacher of
the Jewish law. While he was still a boy, Saul was sent all
the way to Jerusalem to be taught by a famous teacher called
Gamaliel.

Saul grew up to be a very earnest and patriotic Jew, and
a master of the Jewish scriptures and laws. He hated this
new religion of Jesus of Nazareth, and resolved to stamp it
out, and he soon became the leader of the enemies of the
young Church.

He received the authority of the high priest to arrest the
Christians wherever he could find them and to put them in
prison, there to await death, if they did not deny the Lord
Jesus. The name of Saul became a word that brought fear
into the hearts of many men and women, and children too.

One day he was on his way to the city of Damascus to
arrest some of the Christians there. With him was a com-
pany of soldiers. As they rode along the road, suddenly
a light shone from heaven brighter than the noon-day sun,
and Saul fell to the ground. He heard a Voice from Heaven
say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute Me? ”

“Who are you, Lord? ” said the amazed Saul, with his face
in the dust of the Damascus road.

“l am Jesus, Whom you are persecuting: it is hard for
you to kick against the goad,” replied the Voice from Heaven.

From this we may learn that the Holy Spirit had been
pricking the conscience of Saul. The sight of Stephen’s face,
which Saul could never forget, was one of those pricks. But
Saul had been kicking against them like some stubborn ox,
and refusing to see the truth.

But now he could no longer escape the truth. The despised

250



ON THE DAMASCUS ROAD

Christians were right. Jesus of Nazareth was indeed the Son
of God. The One Who had died on the Cross had indeed
risen from the dead, and was now speaking to him from
Heaven. In great fear and trembling, Saul said, “ What do
you wish me to do; Lord? ”

Saul is suddenly blinded by a bright light.

“Go into the city, and you will be told there what you
must do,” was the reply.

The men who were with Saul had not heard the Voice.
When the bright light had passed, they lifted Saul up, and
found he was blind. They took him by the hand, and led
him into the city of Damascus.

In the city of Damascus there lived a Christian disciple
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called Ananias. He was a good man, and once while he was
praying, the Lord spoke to him.

“ Go to the street which is called Straight, and enquire at
the house of Judas for one called Saul of Tarsus,” said the
Voice from Heaven, “for he is on his knees there praying,
and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in,
and putting his hand on him to restore his sight.”

“But, Lord,” said Ananias, “ many have told me about this
man, how much evil he has done Your people in Jerusalem.
And now he has come here with authority from the chief
priests to arrest all that believe on Your Name.”

But the Lord said to him, “Go your way without fear:
for he is a chosen instrument of Mine to carry My name to
the Gentiles as well as to the people of Israel. For I will
show him how much he will have to suffer for My sake.”

So Ananias went to the street which to-day is still called
Straight Street. Going to the house of the man whose name
was Judas, he went into the room where Saul was praying.

“Brother Saul,” he said to him, “the Lord Jesus, Who
appeared to you on the road to Damascus, has sent me to
you that you might receive your sight, and be filled with
the Holy Spirit.”

Immediately Saul felt as if scales had fallen from his eyes,
and he could see once more. He got up and was baptized,
and became a Christian.

The disciples in Damascus, although frightened of him at
first, soon made him one of themselves. And Saul lost no
time in telling his fellow-countrymen he was now sure that
Jesus was the Son of God, and the Saviour of the world.

Everybody was amazed that the one who a few days before
was trying to destroy the Christian faith should now be
preaching it, and the Jews were so enraged that this clever
and energetic man should now be on the side of the hated
Christians instead of theirs that they laid a plot to kill him.

They put a guard on the gates of the city to catch him as
he went out. But the Christians in Damascus lowered Saul
in a large basket over the wall when it was dark, and he
escaped to the Christians in Jerusalem.
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When he became a Christian, Saul took the name of Paul,
and it is by this name we know him best.

The Christians in Jerusalem were at first unable to believe
that Saul the persecutor had really become Paul the Christian
preacher. One of the leaders of the Church, however, a good
and generous man, called Barnabas, introduced him to the
Apostles, and told them how Paul had seen Jesus on the road
to Damascus, and how he had at once boldly preached in the
Saviour’s name.

How glad they were then to have Paul with them! All
persecution ceased for the time being, and many Churches
were formed throughout the whole of Palestine. Paul
returned to his native city of Tarsus and was there for some
time, quietly praying and preparing for the wonderful work
that was before him.

After a while, Barnabas came to Tarsus seeking for Paul,
and took him to the great city of Antioch in Syria. In this
city there was a large number of Christians. It was in
Antioch that the disciples were first given the name
“ Christian ”. It was given to them as a nickname by the
people of Antioch.

Now, the Christians in Antioch remembered that Jesus had
told His followers to take the Gospel to every creature, even
to the uttermost parts of the earth. So they formed the first
Missionary Society, and sent out as their first missionaries
Paul and Barnabas.

Paul made three long missionary journeys altogether. He
followed the great Roman military roads, and sailed the
Mediterranean Sea, setting up Christian Churches in many of
the large seaports, and working inland to form a chain of
Churches throughout the Roman world.

He was sometimes alone, but often he had companions with
him—Barnabas, Silas, Timothy, Luke, and others. It is Luke
who tells us most of the many adventures and hardships of
Paul the Missionary.
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Paul tells us about some of them himself. Listen to what
he wrote to the Church he had set up in the City of Corinth
in Greece : “ Thrice was I beaten with rods; once was I stoned;
three times [ have suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I
have been adrift on the deep. I have been on many dangerous
journeys, facing pirates on the sea, and robbers on the roads.
I have been in danger from my own countrymen, and from
the heathen as well. Many times I have been in much weari-
ness and in great pain. I have often been kept awake by
hunger and thirst, heat and cold. And, added to all these
things, there has been the continual concern for all the
churches.” ’

Paul was the first missionary to bring the story of the
Saviour to our own continent of Europe. Paul and Luke had
come to Troas which was near the famous town of Troy in
Asia Minor. Paul was uncertain where to go next, but one
night, as he lay asleep, he had a vivid dream. He thought
he saw a man of Macedonia (in Europe) coming to him with
outstretched hands. “Come over and help us,” the man was
saying in tones of appeal.

In the morning, Paul decided this meant the Lord Jesus
wanted him to cross over to Europe, and very soon they sailed
for Greece, and arrived in the town of Philippi which was
called after Philip, the father of Alexander the Great.

At the end of his third missionary journey, Paul returned
to Jerusalem. There he was seized by the Jews and brought
before the same High Council which years before had con-
demned Stephen to death.

But they could not condemn Paul to death, for he was a
Roman citizen. Paul’s father had received Roman citizenship
as a reward for services he had rendered to the Roman
Empire. So Paul, though a Jew, was a Roman citizen as well.

When he saw that the Jews were determined to kill him,
he claimed the right as a Roman citizen to be tried by Caesar
himself in Rome. So Paul made a fourth journey by land
and sea, this time as a prisoner, to the great capital city of
the Roman Empire.

On the way, the ship was wrecked on the coast of Malta,
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Paul is shipwrecked off Malta.

and Luke’s description of the wreck and their rescue is one
of the great stories of the sea.

At last, they came to Rome where Paul was welcomed by
the Christians there. He was allowed to live in a house
which he rented. But he was chained all the time to a
Roman soldier.

255



THE FIRST MISSIONARY

For two whole years, Paul lived like that in Rome. During
this time, he preached to the Jews who came to hear what
he had to say about the Saviour. And in that prison, too, he
wrote some of the wonderful letters which we can still read
to-day in the New Testament.

Luke does not tell us what happened after that, but it .is
certain that Paul was beheaded during one of the fierce per-
secutions in Rome under the wicked Emperor Nero.

One of the last letters Paul wrote before he died was to
young Timothy. This is what he said to Timothy. * For I
am now ready to be sacrificed. The end of my journey is
at hand. I have fought a good fight. I have finished my
course. I have kept the faith. Now awaits me the crown of
a good and faithful life which the Lord Jesus will give me
on that Day. And not to me only but to all who love Him
and long to see Him, as I do.”

Paul, although perhaps the greatest, was but the first of
many, many missionaries who have taken the gospel to other
countries, and to-day thousands upon thousands are continu-
ing to carry the story of Jesus the Saviour to the uttermost
parts of the earth.

THE END






10! Best Bible Stories

Here in an easy-to-read form are the most
loved stories from the Bible. Some you may
know quite well, others may be new to you,
but you will enjoy them all as David Kyles
tells them.

There are the familiar people of the Old
Testament: Adam and Eve and the beautiful
garden—Noah, whe built an ark and saved
his family and the animals from drowning—
The little baby whom the King of Egypt’s
daughter found in a basket on the river, who
arew up and freed his people from slavery—
The shepherd boy David, who faced the
mighty Goliath, defeated him, and later on
became King of Israel. All these become
real people in this book.

Then there are the stories of Jesus: how
He came to earth as a little baby that first
Christmas—The stories He told and the
wonderful things He did—The shameful and
cruel death He suffered—How He lived
again and how His teaching spread through
the waorld.

You will want to read these stories again
and again.
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